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2022 HISTORY GEOGRAPHY SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS 
 

ALL READINGS ARE POSTED IN GOOGLE CLASSROOM 
TERMINALE GOOGLE CLASSROOM JOIN CODE: XCOWISI 
PREMIERE GOOGLE CLASSROOM JOIN CODE: HWVYVCS 
SECONDE GOOGLE CLASSROOM JOIN CODE: UOLENBG 

 
To join Google Classroom:  
After you get the code, follow these steps: 

1. Go to classroom.google.com and click Sign In. Sign in with your Google Account.  
2. Make sure to sign in with the correct account.  
3. At the top, click Join Class. 
4. Enter the class code from your teacher and click Join. 

 
To prepare for the upcoming year and jumpstart your studying, you have the option of completing 
some readings to get a leg up on the year and the information you will need to succeed. You should 
not wait until the school year starts to do this!  
 
Throughout the year, you are preparing for the program by honing your essay writing skills, 
participating in orals practice, studying for and completing exams, doing research, note-taking, 
assuming responsibility for your learning, and incorporating analysis and synthesis into your written 
work. In other words, you’ll be very busy and reading may become an onerous chore that may feel 
overwhelming. With some time over the summer, you can avoid the dreaded rush to finish by 
completing this part of the work.  
 
Our goals for the program are to develop your interest in studying history, increase your academic 
research and critical thinking skills, encourage intellectual curiosity, and nurture the growth of 
intellectual maturity. In the coming year, you will learn about time management skills, personal 
organization for studying, effective writing, how to give a successful oral exam, how to do a croquis 
and associated writing for the final exam, and how to effectively learn the material without tearing 
your hair out. It's a great deal of hard work, but it is an optional, advanced-level course that you have 
chosen to participate in for the benefits it will provide later on in your academic careers... It is up to 
you to be organized, motivated, and own your success!  
 
BEFORE READING:  
 
Watch the video (file name: World History Summary Writing Tutorial_Athens Cornell Notes.mp4) on 
how to take effective notes. It's long, but it is very informative. For history, read and outline the 
chapters with an aim to complete all the readings for day one of class. I will not answer questions 
about how notes should look(see the video and notes template) or about content over the summer. 
We will have time for explanation during our lecture classes. Your job is to take solid notes and begin 
to understand the material's content, not have it down pat or memorized. The summer prep reading is 
the PREVIEW phase. There's a learning phase after this in class. We will go into the 
historical/geographical-critical analysis in class and talk about causes, effects, outcomes, triggers and 
processes, the evolution of significance, change, and continuity. 
 
To clarify what to do after watching the video, use the notes overlay (file name: 
cornellnotesoverlay.jpg) as a template for your notes for the chapters. You can draw lines on the 
paper you want to use. I do not have a preference, but it should be brought with you and added to 
during the year, so I recommend something sturdy and organized. Do remember that these readings 
are OPTIONAL but strongly recommended! We have a lot to cover and to review. Getting a leg up on 
the information before the year is essential.  

https://classroom.google.com/


Suppose you choose to do the optional readings. In that case, your goal this summer is to complete 
the suggested readings and make sure you look up words, phrases, and events you don't understand 
to have the necessary background information. You should use any reputable source, for instance, 
Alex Academy on Youtube for US History, Encyclopedia Britannica, the Library of Congress, 
History.com, Crash Course videos, https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/ , and 
https://www.wisesayings.com/history-guide/. The notes you take this summer are to help you study 
and understand. They will serve as the foundation for what you will need for exams and learning. 
 
For Terminale and Premiere students, the level of scholarship is quite high and very demanding; if 
you add in the additional time requirements of other classes, you can clearly see that finishing as 
much as you can benefits you. For Seconde students, this is our skills-building year and an 
introduction to the level of scholarship needed for successfully completing this program. Your 
readings will be posted no later than July 1st. It is your decision whether or not you choose to do 
them. 
 
I will check the class stream on the 1st and 15th of July and August. It would be best if you asked 
questions there, not by email. Use your class's Google Classroom's mainstream, not private 
comments. Help each other as well. You can work together to understand, but your outlines and 
notes must be in your handwriting and style. This will prove helpful later. 
 
Your handwritten notes should come with you to each class. You will also need your tablet or laptop 
AND charger in each of our class meetings. Also, bring loose-leaf notebook paper, red, blue, black, 
and green pens, and highlighters. Also, having a normographe géographie and colored pencils will be 
helpful for mapping(croquis) exercises and practice. I ordered my normographe from bol.com, so you 
can order one after seeing mine in September. 
 
Work smarter, not harder, this summer, and good luck! Remember to access the readings on July 
1st and let me know if you have any issues. Again, I will be checking in on the Google Classroom 
mainstream on the 1st and 15th of July and August to see if there are any questions. 
 
I promise to help you learn and become better students by presenting you with an academically 
rigorous course that will challenge you as a student and help you grow as an individual. Be prepared 
to put in more time, digest more material and information, and work harder at writing and oration than 
before. Depending on what you are willing to put into the class will determine the grade you get at the 
end of the year. You will have your ups and downs throughout the year. It is crucial not to get down 
and stay positive. Remember that there are a ton of grades, and one grade will not make or break 
your success in the class. Also, do not be nervous about the oral or written exams. I do my best to 
prepare you for the test by ensuring you are working at the level necessary to succeed. You will be 
given all the tools to be successful on the exams. You are responsible for taking advantage of them if 
you want to succeed. To conclude, this program is very manageable if you stay up on the work, are 
self-motivated to grow, and do the reading. 
 
 

Good luck and may the Force be  

with you! 

 

Always Learning, 

 

 

 

Mrs. Taylor 
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