
The focus of the SIA in Amsterdam in the first semester was on
Geography and History, and now in the second semester, the
students have started reading The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by
Mark Twain. Let's hear from a few students in our classes as they
give us their experience thus far:
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In CE2 in The Hague, we studied Native Americans. Some of the
aspects studied were the different indigenous groups, their
geographic location, their heritage, culture, traditions, and
important elements of each group. We completed an in-depth
study of totem poles and their significance in all groups. Students
designed their own totem poles based on their likes. Student work
to the left was created by Louis L. and Valentina L. 

In CM1, we studied Modern and Post-Modern Art. We focused
mainly on American artists of this era, such as Andy Warhol,
Georgia O’Keefe, Roy Lichtenstein, and Jackson Pollock to
mention a few. We had fun learning and exploring the artists’
different styles, techniques, media and mediums. We even
went on a virtual tour of the MoMA in New York. Students
created original artwork and wrote an artist interpretation to
go with their work. 
To the right is student work created by Lina A. and Elena V. 

This semester we have been discussing what it means to be a
good citizen and researching American historical figures. What
obstacles did they face, and what influence did they have on
our world? Then the students each imagined being in the shoes
of the person they researched to make a speech from their
point of view.

Amsterdam

"My favorite part was
learning the U.S.

states with a song."
~Alissa A

"My favorite part was
reading Tom

Sawyer."
~Norah D.

"I like all the things we
do, but my favorite was

when we learned the U.S.
states."

~Bianca V.



6ÈME

5ÈME

4ÈME

After reading The London Eye Mystery and talking with Mrs.
Dena Haggerty, a REAL mystery author, we started planning
our OWN mystery stories. We worked hard to bring our
ideas together to create our stories using all the elements of
the mystery genre and to be able to showcase our finished
products. It was a gratifying experience; we learned a lot of
new skills such as creating our own digital images, writing
dialogue, and developing characters. We also learned how to
use digital tools such as Storyboard That and Book Creator.
But most of all, we had a lot of fun! After a lot of refining,
here are some examples of our work:
Written by Alexandre Galvani, Alina Galvani, Gabriel
Vassy, and Pauline Verdelet

In 4ème, our first unit was Poetry. We studied the different
elements of poetry and evidenced these in the collection of poems
read in class. Some of the poets studied were Emily Dickinson,
William Butler Yates, Pablo Neruda, Robert Frost, Maya Angelou
and Amanda Gorman, to mention a few. We also learned about the
lives of  these poets and how their lives played into the poetry
itself. As a connection to this exercise, students wrote their own
poems which reflect their sense of self and who they are. Follow
the QR code to check out original student work.

"A Murder and a
Wedding"

by Lola RB and Castille G

"No Tresspassing"
By A.van Vliet

On January 25, the 6ème International Section students presented their
Middle School Survival guides to the CM2s. The inspiration for our
survival guides came from a book we read in class named Middle School:
The Worst Years of My Life, written by James Patterson. The novel is
about an 11-year-old boy called Rafe who had just started middle school
and is not taking it very well. In fact, to get through the year, he
decides to break all the rules which leads him to an adverse position
where he struggles with self-esteem, bullies, bad grades, and family
problems. To prevent the future 6emes from experiencing similar
undesired situations, Ms. Ruocco encouraged us to share useful advice
and illustrate solutions to problems Rafe experienced in the story
through our survival guides. This was an interesting and diverse activity
for both the CM2 and the current 6emes, who hope to do it once more!
Written by Lina El Khayari and Alexandre Adwan



3ÈME

2NDE

1ÈRE

As we were reading To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee in
SI in class, Mrs McBride had us approach the story and topics
in it in multiple, diverse and fun ways. Amongst them was
the recreation of Tom Robinson’s trial. We were assigned a
group and a specific passage in the trial and were given one
class period to divide our roles and prepare ourselves by
writing our own abridged version . We performed during the
second period, and had the honor to be watched by very
special guests! We had a great time, and it was such a
creative and fun way to mix amusement and education! 
Written by Leelou Martin

For the second unit of this year’s 3ème SI program the students primarily focused on the
novel, The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins. We delved into the text focusing on different

aspects of the novel through close readings, identifying various themes. The two major
projects that we focused on were A Hero’s Journey, and the writing of playscripts for mock
trials. Although both projects were important to our program this year, we have chosen to
highlight our playscripts. The creation of our play scripts, called Putting the

Gamemakers on Trial - based on characters from The Hunger Games - started with small

groups of three dissecting the story to find the best possible elements contained in the text.
Once the skeletal information was organized and backed up with pieces of evidence and
explanations, the class was split into two larger groups, each with a criminal charge for
which the Gamemakers were being charged. Then, over a period of about two weeks, we
wrote our play scripts and had the pleasure of performing them in front of our classmates. 
Written by Anna Delmas

In our OIB literature class, we are currently studying one of Margaret
Atwood’s most renowned books, The Handmaid’s Tale. The book is solely
inspired by practices and events that have already happened in the course of
history. In order to further our understanding of the book and to regroup our
findings and thoughts on certain passages, we have begun a blog project, in
which at the end of each study of a group of sections, we are to answer a
prompt of our choice related to the part we have just studied and then
complete additional research to create a connection extension. This extension
allows us to link the book to real-life events. Through this assignment, we are
able to share our opinions and explore the prompt beyond the perspective of
the book. The blog format enables us to share our thoughts with our peers
thus enriching our own understanding of the book.
Written by Amicie Lebourdais and Tess Dairaine

 



TLE
At the moment, in our OIB Literature class, we are doing a
correspondence program with high school students located in
Randolph, Wisconsin, U.S.A. We are doing this as we study The
Great Gatsby and the narrator, Nick Carraway, is also,
coincidentally, from the Midwest. The purpose of this exchange is to
discuss the text with other students in order to understand the story
from a different perspective. Indeed, the students at Randolph High
School, having a different culture and background, can enrich our
understanding of the passages we explore. We are very lucky to be
involved in this program and it is a lot of fun talking to American
students about an American novel that explores the American
Dream.
Written by Alix Marniquet and Louis Beckman

Bring your
completed

crossword puzzle
to the teacher's

room for a reward.

DOWN
1.A person who is enthusiastic about advanced technology or about high-tech
equipment/devices
2. A type of poem that tells a story and was traditionally set to music
3. The time and place of the story
6. George Orwell's Animal Farm is a political _____________ about revolution and power
8. Thoughts spoken aloud by a character in a play when they are alone or when they think
they are alone
10. The first-person narrator of The Great Gatsby
ACROSS
3. The renownded British playwright who wrote Romeo and Juliet and The Tempest, among
other well-known works
4. The main character in a story
5. Interrupts the chronological order of the main narrative to take a reader back in time to
the past events in a character's life
7. The Hunger Games is a 2008 _________ novel which is set in the post-apocolyptic nation of
Panem
9. A style or category of literature
11. This type of character undergoes some important changes over the course of the
narrative


