Lycée Vincent van Gogh La Haye
2nde SI Summer Reading Assignment 2021-2022

27 June 2021
Dear Incoming 2nde SI Students,
I am very excited that you have signed up for the OIB program for next year! We are a nice-sized group which
will make for more lively and diverse discussions! Starting in the fall, we will have four hours of English
literature every week to prepare for the OIB Bac which you will take in your final year of high school. In
addition to these hours, you will also have four hours of history/geography split evenly between English and
French. There are two principle aims of the SI Lit program:
1) To encourage and develop the enjoyment and appreciation of literature in English, based on an
informed personal response
2) To develop the ability to analyze and discuss critically the texts studied, in a cogent and organized
manner
Normally there is an entrance exam to assess a student’s level of English before entering into the program;
however, no exams were administered this year due to the coronavirus. This means that it is absolutely
essential for all of us to be prepared to start such a rigorous program come fall. The OIB follows the
American high school English curriculum and this entails having to do summer reading assignments. I am
particularly excited about this summer’s reading assignment as it involves reading a highly acclaimed
contemporary novel as well as giving you the opportunity to select a novel from a choice list.
You can find the assignments on the next page. You must complete the assignments and I will collect them
on the first day of school. We will also have a test on one of the two novels you read on the first day of
school as well as a graded discussion within the first few weeks.
I understand that receiving summer assignments may be new to you, but all OIB lycée students have been
given homework this summer. This is a rigorous program requiring a certain level of dedication in and
outside the classroom. Due to varying levels of English, some may have to work a bit more than others BUT
the hard work will most definitely pay off!
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, c.mcbride@lyceevangogh.nl.

I am looking forward to seeing you all in September!
Sincerely,
Ms. McBride
SI English Department

Assignment 1: Everyone is required to read The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. While reading, you must
complete a double-entry journal (example below). You must have a total of at least 15 entries in your
journal.
Assignment 2: Everyone must select one additional novel to read. You must select one from one of the
two lists below. There are a variety of genres spanning from non-fiction to fiction to choose from; I
suggest doing a bit of research to ensure that you select a book that interests you! You must be
prepared to give a very short presentation (2 minutes) about the book of your choice.
I highly encourage everyone to read more than the two required!
Double-entry Journal Formatting, Requirements, and Example: A double-entry journal is a great way to
keep a record of your thoughts and reactions to what you’re reading to engage more deeply with a text
or story. Thoughts can include reactions/comments, questions, connections, theme analysis,
inferences/predictions, etc. Summaries are not allowed. Format your journal as such:
Quote from the text

My thoughts

On this side of the journal, you will record exactly
what it is that is written in the text that caught
your attention. You may use ellipses (…) if
necessary. Indicate the page from which the text
was taken.

On this side of the journal, write down what it is
you thought when you read the selection of text
you wrote down in the opposite column.

For example (from The River King by Alice
Hoffman): “It was true that devotion could be lost
as quickly as it was found, which was why some
people insisted that love letters be written in ink.
How easy it was for even the sweetest words to
evaporate, only to be rewritten as impulse and
infatuation might dictate. How unfortunate that
love could not be taught or trained, like a seal or
a dog.” page 234

For example: This is so true!! How often do
people fall in and out of love with one another?
Why is it that we think we’re in love until
something, or someone, else better comes
along? How do we really know what love is, then?
The author uses a simile here to emphasize how
“love” cannot be controlled or “trained” like a
domesticated animal-- “seal” or “dog”.
DO NOT summarize or paraphrase the quotation.
Tell me your thoughts!

To create your double-entry journal, simply fold a sheet of loose-leaf paper in half lengthwise. Label the
left-hand column “From the Text” and the right-hand column “My Thoughts.” Please do not submit your
entries in a notebook.
Make the content of your thoughts diverse. Mix it up! Some suggestions for “My Thoughts:”
✓ Describe and explain your reactions to a character, event, or idea you confronted in your reading.
✓ Ask questions about the section you read either for clarification or analysis. Has anything in that
section caused you confusion? Disbelief? Anger? Ask one of the characters in the book a question, or
ask the author a question!

✓ Pretend you are one of the characters in the book. Get inside that character’s mind. Tell how the
character feels about him/her-self, about other characters, or about the situation in the section you’re
reading.
✓ Identify a message (theme) the author is trying to send using the story. Why did the author write this
book?
✓ Relate something in the book, either a character or an event, to something outside of the book. You
could make personal connections, connections to other books, connections to something in history or
the present time, or connections to movies/films.
✓ Make predictions about what will happen next or make an educated guess about why a character
does what he/she does.

Choice Reading List (Non-Fiction)
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter
Changed Two Lives by Martin Ganda and Caitlin
Alifirenka
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating
Currents of Electricity and Hope by William
Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer (NOT the “young
reader’s” edition)
They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky: The True
Story of Three Lost Boys from Sudan by Benjamin
Ajak, Benson Deng, and Alephonsian Deng
Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina
by Michaela DePrince and Elaine DePrince
Balcony on the Moon: Coming of Age in Palestine
by Ibtisim Barakat
Lipstick Jihad: A Memoir of Growing up Iranian in
America and American in Iran by Azadeh Moaveni
I Am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced by Nujood Ali,
Delphine Minou, and Linda Coverdale
Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable
Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the
West by Blaine Harden
In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl's Journey to
Freedom by Yeonmi Park
First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of
Cambodia Remembers by Loung Ung
A Girl Named Faithful Plum: The True Story of a
Dancer from China and How She Achieved Her
Dream by Richard Bernstein
Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural
Revolution by Ji-li Jiang
The Bosnia List: A Memoir of War, Exile, and
Return by Kenan Trebincevic and Susan Shapiro
The Distance Between Us: A Memoir by Reyna
Grande

Choice Reading List (Fiction)

A List of Cages by Robin Roe
Allegedly by Tiffany D. Jackson
American Street by Ibi Zoboi
Deacon Locke Went to Prom by Brian Katcher
Dear Martin by Nic Stone
Dreamland Burning byJennifer Latham
Everything All at Once by Katrina Leno
Far From the Tree by Robin Benway
Glow by Megan E. Bryant
Grit by Gillian French
I Believe in a Thing Called Love by Maurene
Goo
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline
One of Us is Lying by Karen M. McManus
Soldier Boy by Keely Hutton
Spliced by Jon McGoran
Strange the Dreamer by Laini Taylor
The Language of Thorns: Midnight Tales and
Dangerous Magic by Leigh Bardugo
Things I Should Have Known by Claire
LaZebnik
Warcross by Marie Lu
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo
Darius the Great Deserves Better by Adib
Khorram
Furia by Yamile Saied Méndez

Enrique's Journey: The Story of a Boy's
Dangerous Odyssey to Reunite with His Mother
by Sonia Nazario
Be ready to submit your double-entry journal for both novels on the first day of school. Also, please
bring to class both of your books on the first day of school. The test will be open-book :)
Book Talk Presentation: a two-minute book talk and presentation to the class. A book talk is a promotion
of a book, not just a plot summary. This is NOT a book report! The purpose is to tell about your book in
such a way that makes us, your audience, want to read this book.
Book Talk Presentation Outline:
I. Attention getter: Find an interesting, exciting, or mysterious quote/excerpt to start off your presentation.
This quote will get the reader’s attention. Don’t just pick any old quote... choose carefully and deliberately to
try to capture the attention of the audience. Also, explain why you chose the quote.
II. Introduction: Clearly introduce your book by giving the title, author, and genre of the book.
III. Body: Describe the setting, characters, and plot of the book without giving too much away of the story.
What is the main conflict? What themes are developed? What lessons do characters learn? Please use
precise and descriptive language. Don’t just give a list of characters. Don’t over-summarize.
IV. Conclusion: Without giving away the ending, convince the reader that you loved this book and that this is
the book they want to read next. Make some predictions about what kind of student would enjoy this book
(“if you like..., you’ll love...”).
Be prepared to answer follow up questions.

